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Artificial Intelligence is all the
rage today. It is permeating every
sector of society. We hear about
AI just about every day on the
news. It will be either the savior
of mankind or the cause of its
downfall. Unquestionably, 
advances are being made every day in AI and one
wonders where this will all end. Are we headed to a
future where AI serves us in the best ways possible,
or will it become our overlord and rule over us with
cold logic and doom us to a Terminator future?
Those are some important questions, but not the
ones I will address today. Today, I will look at how AI
will influence dentistry and where it could possibly
help in the delivery of care to our patients. 

AI is a computer program which learns algorithms to
perform tasks more quickly and efficiently than
humans. AI has been utilized since the 1950s in
medicine when the first computer program was
used to analyze blood and urine samples. Progress
continued in the ‘70s and ‘80s when programs were
developed to diagnose and treat infectious diseases,
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From The Editor
(Continued from Page 3)

medical imaging analysis, and drug research. AI has a long history in medicine. AI is now beginning
to make inroads into the practice of dentistry. Advances are being made in AI in dentistry all the
time. It is being used is all aspects of dentistry to help provide care to our patients. There are
applications available in all areas of dentistry and all specialties. 

In periodontics AI tools are being developed to help in the diagnosis of periodontal disease. These
programs now in development are showing results closely mirroring results from human observers.
Oral diseases such as lichen planus are showing similar results. Diagnosis of dental caries by AI
programs show promising results in the early detection of caries. In endodontics, the use of AI may
contribute to more accurate root length measurements, more accurate obturation of the canals,
and the discovery of accessory canals not visualized on a periapical x-ray. AI is already extensively
used in prosthodontics with the advent of CAD/CAM manufacturing of various restorations. Implant
placement can be more highly accurate and predictable. AI is currently being used in orthodontics
in diagnosis and treatment planning of patients. AI can also be used in orthodontics to better
communicate with patients about their treatment and how long such treatment will take. In oral
medicine and oral pathology, AI can be used in diagnosing cancer earlier than a clinician can. 
AI is also at the forefront of developing robots to assist in all aspects of dentistry. Robotic assisted
surgery is now used in medicine. It is only a matter of time before such assistance will be available
for oral surgeons, particularly in various surgeries involving patients with soft tissue cancers. In
orthodontics, Sure Smile utilizes robots to bend custom archwires to treat malocclusion. Clear
aligner providers like Invisalign utilize AI to design the aligners to move teeth rather than using
braces. Robotic assistance in dental research helps to determine wear properties of developing
restorative materials. Robots can be used by dental labs to set and align teeth for dentures, helping
the lab technician to set the teeth optimally. Robotic restorative procedures are being investigated
with promising results. 

AI in dentistry is in its infancy. However, as with all technological developments, AI will continue to
grow exponentially. Dentistry in the future will look much different than it does today. I hope this
change will benefit treatment of our patients and allow dentists to provide the absolute best care.
We must monitor this development closely. We must be cautious in our acceptance of AI in the
dental field. We can’t go off and support the current flavor of the month. We must continue to do
our due diligence when introducing any new treatment option into our practices. It is our duty to
our patients and to us.

Last issue my editorial discussed orthodontic treatment for patients under Medicaid and the
criteria for acceptance into the orthodontic program. As part of the editorial, I indicated the criteria
would be cited later in the issue. However, that criteria was inadvertently left out. Since I proof the
Bulletin before publication, I can only blame myself for the oversight. That information is included
in this issue, beginning on page 20. If anyone has any questions, please feel free to contact me. I
apologize for this oversight. I will work diligently to make sure such oversights will never happen
again.



the NYSDA House of Delegates meeting in Uniondale, NY. It’s encouraging to see so many colleagues
committed to the well-being of the profession who volunteer their time on our behalf.
 
Leadership of the 8th District has some additional respite with no Executive Council meetings
during the months of June, July and August. That being said, we remain active with ongoing email
discussion and committee meetings. The continuing education program committee is still working
to examine members’ needs, and it’s likely that the 8th District will be offering additional CE in
2026. Several members volunteered to join the committee and provide valuable input. If you have
interest in serving the profession, please contact the district office to see what might be a best fit.
 
If you’re still reading this, thanks, but see my opening paragraph…rest, relax, etc. I’d rather spend
time speaking with people in person. Central Groove has a bunch of gigs this summer. Come see us 
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From The President
Friends and Colleagues,
 
My message this time around will be brief, like the summers in Western New York.
I hope that you all are enjoying the warm weather and taking the time to rest,
relax and recharge, while spending quality time with friends and family.

Since my last message, I had the privilege of presenting awards to outstanding
graduates of the ECC dental assisting and dental hygiene programs. I attended 

and talk to me. Let me know what the 8th
District can do to help you as a dentist. We
can commiserate about staff shortages,
insurance reimbursement, business
regulations in NY or patients that feel the need
to spit every couple of minutes, or better yet,
let’s wait until fall when I’m done recharging.

All the best,

Dr. Joseph Rumfola
EDDS President

Saturday, June 13, 2026
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Executive Director's Note
We hope everyone has been enjoying the summer season; there has been a wide array of
weather patterns this year. There are also an array of sweeping changes taking place in
our dental community, nationally, statewide, and regionally as we make our way into
2026. First are the recent changes to fluoridation in states and localities. While New York
remains committed to keeping this important mineral in our public water supply, in most
instances it is technically a local decision to continue that practice or end it altogether.
In the past year, the ADA has ramped up support by creating a Fluoride Ambassador
Program spearheaded by our 2nd District ADA Trustee, Dr. Brendan Dowd. Certainly, our

recent work to get fluoride back into the water in the City of Buffalo played a key role in assisting the
processes to create more public and wider appeal support. We remain diligent and focused on providing solid
research and insights into keeping it in our local water systems. It is vital to our youth & families, especially
those who may not have a regular dental home.

There has been a plan to orchestrate a new Member Model across the tripartite, but that is taking a small step
backwards from the plan to include more states. Initially, five states were chosen to pilot a new model of
member engagement in 2023-24 with changes to dues structure, services, and a collective array of programs.
Those pilot states who elected to serve in this role launched a series of efforts for the ADA to consider
engagement strategies. However, since the departure of the former ADA Executive Director, Dr. Raymond
Cohlmia in February of this year, plans to continue this new member model are on hold as the national office
shifts focus to other areas of concern to include the new membership portal. The ADA also recently sold the
national headquarters building in Chicago and has taken residence down the street taking up four floors of
another building. One could say it is another attempt to downsize or right size for current & future needs.

NYSDA has also seen its share of changes in recent years with a new ED taking charge, Michael Herrmann.
Michael, the former COO for NYSDA for over 35 years, replaced Greg Hill last fall. Mr. Herrmann recently
announced at the HOD he would be stepping down at the end of 2026. So, a search will be conducted
sometime in 2026 to replace him. There have also been a few organizational restructurings of departments
and service platforms at NYSDA.

Locally, we continue to strive to support an array of services and programs that our members find value in
while trying to maintain our fiscal health. We are still the lone district in the state that can offer group-based
healthcare insurance for members and staff. Our member base is still in the top five of all districts in NY, but
many memberships are shrinking across the Empire State. Three of the thirteen districts in NY now operate
outside of a more traditional office facility, and two others are seeing shifts in leadership roles in the coming
year. Many districts are operating without any significant fiscal reserves to draw on as time gets lean; the cost
of doing business is both harder and more expensive. Non-dues revenue, once readily supported by CE
programming and sponsorship, has begun to dry up completely as members get their professional
development from an array of vendors and providers. In that same light, sponsors expect to see dentists at
events they support to continue to drive their business services. We have been fortunate to have great
partners who continue to support our programming. 

We might begin to see or hear discussions regarding district consolidation in NYS, due to both the decline in
overall membership as well as the ability to run a quality member service platform without ample resources
in specific regions. The structure of state level programming is varied across the country. New York is the only
state that has local component staff support in every district. This conversation may be down the road a bit
for the 8th District, but we have been discussing contingency planning for future cliffs in funding loss. As
always, if you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at jcraig@8ddsny.org. Bills season is just
around the corner!! Let’s GO BILLS!
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William C. Knauf Jr. Golf Tournament
The 2025 William C. Knauf Jr. Golf Tournament was held on Monday, June 9  at Fox Valley Country Club in
Lancaster. Just over 40 dentists attended the morning continuing education program, which was sponsored
by Ivoclar. Dr. Gina DeSouza presented a two-hour CE entitlted “All Ceramic Restorations: Structure,
Properties & Bonding Protocols”.

th

Following the CE program, close to 100 golfers took to the links following a lunch of burgers, sausage and
grilled chicken. Mother Nature was NOT our friend this day, as golfers faced downpours for much of the
afternoon. A cocktail hour and buffet dinner capped off the evening, with awards and door prizes. 

Next year’s tournament will be held on Monday, June 1  at Transit Valley Country Club.st

Champion Golfer - Dr. Peter Igoe
Men’s Overall Winner: Kevin Schmidt, Andy Jakson,
Alex Jakson, Jeff Rymarczyk (Evolution Dental)
Senior’s Overall Winner: Drs. Joseph Modica, John
Tibbetts, John Luchesse Jr, Eugene Sibick
Super Senior’s Overall Winner: TIE - Drs. Joseph
Breloff, Robert Schaus, John Athans, Andrew
MacDonald and Drs. Robert Reszel, Scott Seier, Ron
Chmiel, Greg George
Mixed Overall Winner: Drs. Chet Gary, Frank
Sindoni, Rick Redmin, Ms. Julia Gengo
Closest to the Pin: Dr. Louis Schiumo
Longest Drive: Ladies - Dr. Liz Kapral; Men’s - Dr.
Richard Medico; Senior - Dr. Robert Reszel
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William C. Knauf Jr. Golf Tournament
Joe Breloff celebrates his classmate’s life and

their UB Class of ’75 

50th Anniversary by remembering a true friend
to the 8th District - Dr. Bill Knauf, Jr.

This annual member Golf & CE event, since 1993, is
based on the work of many individuals in the District
throughout the years, but most notably, Dr. William
(Bill) C. Knauf, Jr. 

Immediately after graduating from UB Dental School in
1975, Dr. Bill Knauf became an associate in the dental
practice of Dr. Peter Schreier in Arcade, New York; Dr.
Tim Stanford joined the practice shortly afterwards.

From Dr. Tim Stanford: “Bill's Cornell degree was in mechanical engineering. I believe this contributed to his
technical excellence in the "mechanics" of dentistry. His dentistry was beautifully superb.” Dr. Roger
Triftshauser encouraged Bill to become involved with the Eighth District Dental Society and Bill became a
council member shortly after starting his dental practice.

Bill, along with others, spearheaded and was the driving force to resurrect the concept of a field day for its
dentist membership. In 1982, with the help of Drs. Paul Kendall and Joe Pantera, the Bethlehem Management
Club in Lackawanna was reserved for the entire day. The Bethlehem Management Club made available several
activities including tennis, horseshoes, bowling, softball, golf, and amusing game-centered challenges. This
day created an environment where fellow dentists from all over the Eighth District could engage in a variety
of ways that best suited their interests and abilities while getting to know people outside of their dental
practices and work-related activities. 

In January 1991, Dr. Bill Knauf was recognized as the Eighth District “Dentist of the Year.” The program quotes:
“Dr. William C. Knauf, Jr. has won the respect and admiration of his peers for his service and dedication to the
dental profession in having been named the Eighth District Dental Society’s Dentist of the Year for 1991. But
it is apparent that the effects of his contributions to the profession and his community will be realized for
many years to come.

Later that year, Bill was diagnosed with a brain tumor, called astrocytoma. Even with this diagnosis, Bill was
installed as President of the Eighth District in 1992 and passed away a few months later. He was only 43 years
old.

Tim Stanford recollects: “Bill personally contributed to our community. He SINGLE HANDEDLY advocated for
and succeeded in instituting water fluoridation in the Arcade municipal water system. I saw the dramatic
results of his efforts over the next 45 years. Members of the Council elected to create a Memorial event in his
honor and named the annual golf outing after his legacy. A very fitting tribute to his legacy.
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Erie County Dental Society

I hope this message finds everybody well and that we are all enjoying as much of the
summer as possible. As the year progresses, Erie County Dental Society is striving to
give its members the chance to connect and foster the sense of community among
dentists. This has often been in the form of continuing education events, but the late
summer of this year will bring the return of social events. 

ECDS has been hard at work planning a social event on The Cotter- The Buffalo
Fireboat! On September 16th, we will have a unique opportunity to see and
experience the city of Buffalo with our peers in a new way.  October 1st will also
bring our next CE event at the society office where we will be welcoming Drs. Jessica
and Paul Canallatos to present the topic “Unlocking Advanced Treatment Options:
Digital Dentistry and Custom Prostheses for Comprehensive Patient Care.” I look
forward to connecting with you at these events. Have a great summer!

Martin Gorkiewicz
President
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Shred Day
The Eighth District’s Annual Shred Day was another big success! This year we made sure
to have two large Lincoln Archive trucks at our office to shred and recycle all of those old
patient files and x-rays! We want to once again thank our sponsors - Walsh Duffield
Insurance and Ivoclar - for assisting in making the 2025 event as successful as it was! We
will be holding another shred event on Saturday, June 13 , 2026. We will be sure to notify
our members with more information early next year.

th



Since 1952, the Society Foundation has been a catalyst for fiscal support and outreach for
members, students, and the public. Over the last 73 years, efforts to support an array of
services have been fulfilled and supported. Many of the funds raised for these efforts have
been through generous contributions from members themselves, our sponsors and partners as
well as endorsed products and services over the years. While our level of endorsed products
and services has declined significantly, the willingness of partners to continue to support CE
and other efforts through the services we provide has been great and sustained.

Members are aware of our Capital Campaign for this year to raise funding to keep our
foundation’s efforts viable. We still support Good Neighbors Dental Clinic as part of the Harvest
House outreach work on Jefferson Avenue in Buffalo. Indeed, there are many dedicated
members who volunteer their time to provide oral health support to people requesting services
through the clinic. These efforts have consistently provided well over $300K annually for
dental health and are to be commended and recognized. It has been a staple of the
Foundation’s mission for over 20 years.

Conversely, the level of society-based participation in CE activities has begun to dry up, which
has placed the foundation in a poor cash flow reality of sorts. Funding for CE activities use to be
a real catalyst for the foundation fund in general, but in recent years, the cost to run in-person
events and All-Day seminars has been harder to sustain, even though our All-Day events have
restricted funds to support them. 

We are not replacing or increasing our fiscal base but taking more from it without sufficient
funds to cover the many programs, scholarships or the other outreach efforts we would like to
continue. At some point, we are going to have to scale back outreach or increase our donations
or revenue.

There are developing plans to consider other fundraising efforts like meat raffles. We are
working with President Hinchy to consider an event of this type soon. Again, interest will drive
more fiscal support to our foundation. Consider donating to the Capital Campaign or attending
more CE events like the spring and fall All-Day lectures. These things can help the Foundation
maintain its viability. If you have any ideas or suggestions for the Board to consider, please
share them.

Best regards,

Dr. Nicole Hinchy
President
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Foundation Corner
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Trustee’s Corner
Eighth Letter from the ADA Second District to the NYSDA Components
By: Dr. Brendan Dowd

Spring is here and it is even warming up in my hometown of Buffalo. I hope all of you
and your families have made it through the winter in good order and are looking
forward to an enjoyable summer. There have been several changes at the American
Dental Association, and I will try to get you up to speed with my correspondence to
you. To begin with, we are officially in our new headquarters on the top four floors
of a 35-floor building at 401 North Michigan Avenue in Chicago. We have a very
agreeable long-term lease and just completed the leasehold improvements in February. If you make a trip to
Chicago any time soon, please stop by for a tour. The view is spectacular, and the location is second to none. 

There has been a change at the top of the ADA administration. Our previous Executive Director, Dr. Ray
Cohlmia, stepped down from the position in early February this year. The decision was reached amicably, and
the ADA Board is extremely proud of Dr. Cohlmia’s service to our organization. We continue to follow his
vision for the ADA and hope to see many of the projects he and the ADA Board agreed upon over the past
four years come to fruition and/or be completed. Dr. Cohlmia worked incredibly hard during his tenure at the
ADA, and we are extremely grateful for his service. In the meantime, Dr. Betsy Shapiro was unanimously
approved by the Board as Interim Executive Director. Dr. Shapiro previously served as Chief of Governance
and Strategy Management. She originally graduated from dental school at the University of Illinois Chicago
College of Dentistry and was in private practice for several years. She has a Juris Doctor from Northern
Illinois University. Dr. Shapiro began her career at the ADA as a Hillenbrand Fellowship scholar and ended up
staying at the ADA working in many different areas of the organization. The ADA Board is very pleased to have
Dr. Shapiro as our interim Executive Director as we conduct a national search for a permanent director. 

I would like to apologize to all our members due to the delay of the implementation of the Salesforce Fonteva
IT program. Unfortunately, there have been many technical challenges. The ADA has received the help of an
external consulting firm, Datazuum, to assist us with a health check of the system and implementation. It
considered the overall system health rating “at risk” and recommended targeted remediation to stabilize and
standardize the program over the next several months. Remediation will be discussed with the states and the
Strategic Forecasting Committee during that time. Although this will take some time, the American Dental
Association believes we are making progress and taking the proper corrective measures to get our
organization on the right path.

The ADA credit union will be scheduled to launch at the end of Q3 or early Q4 of this year. As many of you
know, this has required much background work and due diligence over the past year. The ADA is finishing the
final touches on a contract with an established credit union with extensive experience in this area to provide
financial services to all ADA members and their families. You will be receiving information on this exciting
venture in the very near future.
 
I spoke to you in my last Trustee’s Corner about water fluoridation, but the landscape has changed even more
since our last correspondence. The entire state of Utah has passed a law to eliminate water fluoridation in
their state. Approximately fifteen other states are discussing it at various levels of their legislative process.
Countless other municipalities nationwide have it under review. Not all the news is bad though. New
Hampshire just reaffirmed its commitment to water fluoridation as did North Dakota. It is a state by state and
municipality by municipality battle, depending on your location in the country. Albion, New York, located
between Buffalo and Rochester, has had a hearing about it and will have another one later in the spring.

(Continued on Page 23)
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EDDS Program Committee
Redefining our Continuing Education Plans

The Executive Council of the 8th District had an active
Program Committee for years. The purpose of the committee
was to help shape the services surrounding continuing
education (CE) and other ways to support member
programming in general. 

For the past five years or more, the committee stopped meeting, perhaps because of the nature of
the changing face of CE during the pandemic and that dentists and other licensed dental
professions were allowed by NYSED to get their required credits directly online or virtually, since
in-person sessions were not allowed for almost a 10–13-month period. While in-person sessions
restarted in 2021, attendance had not returned to pre-pandemic participation levels.

Last December, it was announced that the UB School of Dental Medicine was ending their support
for CE services outside of the annual Alumni Association Fall Meeting in November, which has been
running for over 46 years. The revenue generated from services at UB was not sufficient to keep the
program and staff operational, so the office closed. The types of seminars varied, but there are
literally hundreds of ways dental professionals can secure their required courses for recertification. 
 
As a result of learning about this change, the Executive Council reinstated the Program Committee
in March 2025 to begin to review CE outreach, and determine what, if anything, the district should
do to fill the void created by this closure. The Committee is being Chaired by Dr. Bochiechio and
have met twice to discuss a series of activities and what we can learn from committee members,
society members, and faculty at the dental school about CE interests. Two surveys have been
developed, one targeted to our members and the other for dental school faculty to better
understand their interests in courses and seminars. The hope is to develop new ideas and efforts
around CE and even perhaps develop a regional speaker’s bureau for topics and formats for the
coming years.

A survey link will be shared with the membership
in the coming week and with our Weekly Update
emails with a deadline for the end of August to
take in feedback. A series of prizes will be raffled
off to incentivize the effort to participate and
get a solid representation of both groups for
development. 
 
Please support your thoughts on this important
topic for the committee and our district
outreach.
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 Martin Gorkiewicz
2025 ECDS President 

(Continued from Page 3)

The most unfortunate factor is the rhetoric of our HHS Secretary in Washington, DC, Robert Kennedy Jr. He
has called water fluoridation a toxic process and should be eliminated nationally. Although there is a plethora
of well-done evidence-based studies over the past 80 years, he and the anti-fluoridation folks point to poorly
controlled dubious international studies that have faulty conclusions. It is sad we have reached this point in
our country where some of our national leaders do not understand settled science.
 
The ADA will not lay down due to this national trend. We have started an ADA Fluoride Ambassador program
to sign up an army of dentists, hygienists, physicians, nurses, and community leaders to be ready to testify,
be interviewed or provide information as needed all around the country as these hearings are announced.
Currently, we have 72% of the communities in this country with properly titrated fluoridated water at .7 parts
per million. The goal is to keep it at that level or increase the percentage, along with keeping a running tab of
the outcomes to keep practicing dentists apprised of what is going on. The purpose is to keep our members
informed to treat their patients properly as things change.
 
Thank you for letting me continue to serve you as your ADA Trustee and please email me at dowdb@ada.org
or call me at 716-510-3217 if you have any questions. Enjoy your summer!
 
Sincerely,
Brendan Dowd DDS, 
ADA Trustee - Second District
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