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COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This all-day symposium will provide dental and medical professionals with insight into the multidisciplinary approach to the treatment of head and neck and oral 

cancer patient, including the management of treatment sequelae and complications. Presentations will be made by members of the ECMC/Great Lakes Cancer Care 

Head and Neck/Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery service, Medical and Radiation Oncology services, Speech and Swallowing Therapy, and Clinical Psychology 

teams. The dental perspective necessary to collaborate with these practitioners will be presented by the Department of Oral Oncology and Maxillofacial 

Prosthetics team.  The format of this program centers around case presentations and multidisciplinary conferences, rather than the traditional lecture series. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
At the conclusion of this course, participants should be able to:  

• Describe the dental and maxillofacial treatment planning involved prior to oral and head and neck cancer surgery  

• Identify the oral complications involved with head and neck surgery, radiation and chemotherapy  

• Recognize the challenges to restoring function as well as esthetics, post -surgically, for oral and head and neck cancer patients  

• Predict the potential psychological ramifications of oral cancer and its treatment  

SPEAKER BIOS: 
Head and Neck Surgeons 
Thom R. Loree, MD, FACS is Chief of the Department of Head & Neck and Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery at ECMC. Before joining ECMC as the director of the 

department, he received his doctorate of medicine from George Washington University and general and plastic surgery training from St. Lukeʼs-Roosevelt Hospital 

Center in New York City. He continued to expand his expertise in surgery and oncology with Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in NY and as an attending 

physician at Roswell Park Cancer Institute for nearly 20 years. During the last 12 years of his Roswell Park tenure, Dr. Loree was chairman of the Department of 

Head & Neck/Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery. Dr. Loree currently holds an appointment as an Associate Professor of Surgery at University at Buffalo, where he 

continues to conduct research and publish extensively. His areas of expertise are head and neck surgery, plastic surgery and reconstructive surgery, oral cancer, 

throat cancer, sinus cancer, skull base surgery, thyroid and parathyroid gland, breast reconstruction, and microvascular reconstruction. 
 

Mark Burke, MD is a member of the medical and surgical management of Head and Neck Cancer as well as complex Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery at ECMC. 

Prior to joining ECMC, Dr. Burke completed a Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery Residency in Akron, OH. Previously, he advanced his medical training with a 

fellowship in head and neck cancer treatment at Roswell Park Cancer Institute. Dr. Burke graduated from the University at Buffalo School of Medicine and 

Biomedical Sciences. Dr. Burke’s areas of expertise are throat cancer, microvascular reconstruction, oral cancer, plastic and reconstructive surgery, sinus cancer, 

and thyroid and parathyroid gland cancer. 
 

Michael Nagai, DDS, MD is originally from Toronto, Ontario. He now resides in Buffalo, NY where he completed both his dental and medical training at the 

University at Buffalo. Following completion of his maxillofacial residency, Dr. Nagai moved to Baltimore, MD to pursue advanced fellowship training in oral head 

and neck oncologic and reconstructive surgery at the University of Maryland and Greenebaum Cancer Center. He now works with the Head and Neck Surgery 

Department at ECMC as an attending physician. His focus is on pathologic conditions of the head and neck and microvascular reconstruction of ablative defects. He 

has authored numerous peer reviewed articles and book chapters and maintains involvement with resident education. 

  

Medical Oncologist 
Naheed Alam, MD received her medical degree from Dow Medical College, University of Karachi, Pakistan. She completed an internal medicine residency at the 

University at Buffalo Catholic Health System – Sisters of Charity Program. Dr. Alam then went on to fulfill a fellowship in hematology/oncology at the University of 

Minnesota and a two year fellowship in leukemia and allogeneic bone marrow transplant at Princess Margaret Cancer Center, University of Toronto, Canada. Dr. 

Alam then became junior staff at Princess Margaret Cancer Center before going into private practice in WNY. Dr. Alam primarily focuses on hematology and 

oncology. She has published in numerous medical journals and received several honors during her residency and fellowship programs. She is a member of the 

American Society of Hematology and American Society of Clinical Oncology. 

  

Radiation Oncologist 
Dhiren K. Shah, MD is a board-certified radiation oncologist. He graduated with honors from Lehigh University with a degree in electrical engineering and 

completed his radiation oncology training at Robert Wood Johnson/Cooper Hospital in New Jersey. He is a member of many clinical societies, including the 

American Society for Therapeutic Radiology and Oncology (ASTRO), is a fellow of the American College of Radiation Oncology and is a former vice chair of the 

prestigious New York State Board of Medicine. 
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Speech and Swallowing Therapists 
Shawn D. Florkowski, MS, CCC-SLP, BCS-S is a senior speech pathologist in the department of Head & Neck at ECMC. Shawn graduated from SUNY Fredonia 

with his Master’s Degree in Speech Pathology and he has dedicated his career to evidence-based evaluation and rehabilitation of adult swallowing, voice and 

airway disorders. Shawn’s specialties include dysphagia evaluation and treatment, laryngectomy-voice restoration, voice disorders, manometry and endoscopy. 

Other areas of interest include teaching and training, participating in research studies and interdepartmental collaborations. He has earned Board Certification 

Specialty in Swallowing & Swallowing Disorders. 
 

Nicholas Vesci, MA, CCC-SLP earned his master’s degree at the University at Buffalo in 2004. Since 2006, he has specialized in evaluation and treatment of 

swallowing disorders with focus on head and neck cancer, as well as laryngectomy rehabilitation and voice restoration. His practice areas of interest include 

swallow restoration as a result of head and neck cancer via performing modified barium swallow evaluations, performing flexible endoscopic evaluations of the 

swallow (FEES) and through the clinical application of high resolution manometry and instrumental biofeedback in treatment of oropharyngeal swallowing 

disorders. He currently serves as a speech pathologist at the Department of Head and Neck Surgery and Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery at ECMC. 
 

Psychologist 
Bridget Rippe, PsyD As a Clinical Psychologist, Dr. Rippe is a graduate of Medaille College. She completed her post-doctoral fellowship at the Center of 

Oncology at ECMC, where she dedicated a portion of her time developing the psycho-oncology department. She continues to serve as the primary psychologist and 

works with a multidisciplinary team to provide oncology care. Dr. Rippe specializes in adult mental health and provides evidence-based treatments that focus on 

helping patients manage psychological distress related to cancer. Dr. Rippe also mentors and supervises psychology doctoral students at ECMC. 

  

Maxillofacial Prosthodontists 
Amanda Colebeck, DDS, MS is a maxillofacial prosthodontist in the Department of Dentistry, Division of Oral Oncology and Maxillofacial Prosthetics at ECMC 

and is a member of the clinical faculty in the Department of Restorative Dentistry at the University at Buffalo School of Dental Medicine. After earning her DDS 

degree, Dr. Colebeck completed a residency in prosthodontics, a master’s in oral sciences at the University at Buffalo and a fellowship in maxillofacial prosthetics 

at Memorial Sloan Kettering. Her expertise is in the rehabilitation of head and neck cancer patients, as well as those with craniofacial anomalies. 
 

Paul Canallatos, DDS, MS is a maxillofacial prosthodontist in ECMC’s Department of Dentistry, Division of Oral Oncology and Maxillofacial Prosthetics. After 

completing his DDS degree from the University at Buffalo, Dr. Canallatos was awarded a certificate of completion of general practice residency from Roswell Park 

Cancer Institute and a certificate of completion of an implant fellowship from University at Buffalo. While completing his implant fellowship, he was an assistant 

professor at the University at Buffalo, and worked in a private practice. Dr. Canallatos completed his advanced prosthodontics specialty training in conjunction 

with a Master of Science degree at West Virginia University. He completed a fellowship in maxillofacial prosthetics at the University of California, Los Angeles. 
 

Dental Oncologists 
Maureen Sullivan, DDS is the chief of dentistry at ECMC, leading both the Department of Dentistry and the Division of Oral Oncology & Maxillofacial 

Prosthetics. Dr. Sullivan holds appointments as an assistant clinical professor in the Department of Oral Diagnostics at the University at Buffalo School of Dental 

Medicine, and clinical assistant professor of Otolaryngology at the University at Buffalo School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences. She has been involved in 

research regarding cancers of the oral cavity and head and neck throughout her career and has presented her research both nationally and internationally. 
 

Rachael Rossitto, DDS is the director of the Accredited General Practice Dental Residency Program and a staff clinician in the Department of Dentistry, Division 

of Oral Oncology and Maxillofacial Prosthetics at ECMC. Academically, Dr. Rossitto is currently assistant professor, Department of Oral Diagnostic Sciences at the 

University at Buffalo School of Dental Medicine. Her areas of expertise include oral surgical procedures, restorative dentistry, and implant retained prosthetics. 
 

Jennifer Frustino, DDS, PhD is a staff clinician and the director of oral cancer screening and diagnostics in the Division of Oral Oncology and Maxillofacial 

Prosthetics in the Department of Dentistry at ECMC. Her previous roles include serving as an attending dentist and associate in surgery at the Dana-Farber/

Brigham and Women’s Cancer Institute in Boston. Dr. Frustino’s areas of expertise are oral medicine, management of dental care to oncology patients, and 

screening, diagnosis and management of oral cancer and premalignant lesions. Her clinical practice includes all facets of general and hospital dentistry, dental 

oncology, and provision of care to the medically complicated patient. 
 

Kathryn Korff, DDS is a staff clinician and director of continuing dental education in the Department of Dentistry, Division of Oral Oncology & Maxillofacial 

Prosthetics as well as associate program director of the General Practice Dental Residency Program at ECMC. She was formerly an attending dentist and associate 

professor in the Department of Dentistry and Maxillofacial Prosthetics at Roswell Park Cancer Institute. Her research interests include osteonecrosis of the jaw 

and autofluorescence detection of oral malignancies. 
 

Elizabeth Kapral, MS, DDS is an attending dentist in ECMC’s Department of Dentistry, Division of Oral Oncology and Maxillofacial Prosthetics, where her 

interests include oral cancer issues, oral surgical procedures, restorative dentistry and care of patients with developmental disabilities. She is also a clinical 

instructor at the University at Buffalo School of Dental Medicine in the Oral Diagnostic Sciences Department. Dr. Kapral has published and presented her research 

on oral cancer screening, assessment of smoking cessation education, and the relationship of bite force and temporomandibular joint mechanics. 
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* To register, complete the form below and return, or call us at 716-995-6300 
RSVP by November 8, 2019 

Method of Payment: 

Check 

Sign up for: 

DOCTOR (Dentist, Physician, etc.) 

STAFF (Hygienist, Dental Assistant, Nurse, 
Office Manager, etc.) 

$200 

Price 

$100 

MasterCard 

Visa 

Credit Card # Exp. date 

Name of Registrant 

Credit Card Billing Address 

Phone 

Total: 

The Eighth District Dental Society makes every effort to present high caliber speakers in their respective areas of expertise. The presentations of these 
speakers in no way imply endorsement of any opinion, product, technique or service in the course of any presentation. Eighth District Dental Society 
specifically disclaims responsibility for any material presented. Programs may be subject to change due to circumstances beyond our control. 
 
Eighth District Dental Society is an ADA CERP Recognized Provider approved by New York State Dental Association. ADA CERP is a service of the 
American Dental Association to assist dental professionals in identifying quality providers of continuing dental education. ADA CERP does not approve 
or endorse individual courses or instructors, nor does it imply acceptance of credit hours by boards of dentistry. 
  
 
 
 
Concerns or complaints about a CE provider may be directed to the provider or to the Commission for Continuing Education Provider Recognition at 
www.ada.org/CERP. 
 
Eighth District Dental Society designates this activity for eight (8) continuing education credit hours. 

SCHEDULE: 
 

8:00 AM  Check-In & Breakfast 
 

8:30 AM  Morning Program: Case Series 

  - Head & Neck Surgery 

  - Medical Oncology 

  - Radiation Oncology 
 

12:00 PM Lunch & Business Meeting 
 

1:00 PM  Afternoon Program: Disasters & Survivorship 

  - M&M Discussion 

  - Maxillofacial Prosthodontics 

  - Speech & Swallowing 

  - Psychology 
 

* breakfast & lunch are buffet 

SPONSORS: 

Citizens Bank 

Dentsply 

Fortress Insurance Company 

Ivoclar Vivadent 

MVP Network Consulting 

Rochester Technical Group 

Vital Dental Laboratory 

Walsh Duffield Companies 

Wealth Management Group 

Name on Credit Card 


